
To: Public Service Commission of South Carolina

From: David N Taylor

Subject: Duke's request for increase in retail rates.

October 9, 2011

I received your notice of meetings at different locations here in the Upstate.

But unfortunately I am unable to attend due to illness.

But I would like my letter to be submitted on record concerning Duke's request for a rate
increase.

In receiving your notice, there was also included Duke's explanation for it's request.

Duke stated that their reason for this rate increase was to recoup $6.5 billion that they say

was paid out for plant modernization, environment compliance and capital additions.

Please find enclosed a copy a Greenville News article concerning Duke's (buy out)

(Merger) of an utility company named Progressive Energy.

Now I would like to put forth this question: "Is Duke Power's request for a rate increase,

for the "company modernization, or is this rate increase to help them financially in the

purchase of Progressive Energy.

The Commission should take this alternate reason, the purchase of another energy

company under consideration when considering whether to allow this rate increase to

proceed.

Whatever reason Duke has ask for this rate increase, one or the other or both reasons,

This is not the appropriate time for an energy rate increase, during these very difficult

economic times in South Carolina. South Carolina has one of the highest unemployment

rates in the country. This also should be taken into consideration during this rate increase

discussion.

I am requesting that the Commission vote to deny Duke's request for a rate increase in

South Carolina.

. Regards; /--. _ ,L_ .,

David N Taylor David N Taylor
111 McCauley Road
Laurens, S.C. 29360
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gy and Progress Energy
proposed last week to cap
the price they charge on a
limited amount of peak-
tune power to satisfy feder-
al regulators worried their
merger will crush competi-
tion in the Carolinas.

The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission
had asked the utilities for
solutions to the threat of di-
minished competition in
North Carolina and South
Carolina if their merger is
allowed.

Federal regulators said
remedies could include
selling off power plants,
building new transmission
lines or giving up control of
their transmission system
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assets, they would limit
profits on wholesale elec-
tricity by selling into its
Carolinas markets at cost
plus 10 percent for eight
years.

The companies said
they would limit the elec-
tricity sold at that price the
excess not needed by cus-
tomers up to 800 megawatt-
hours in the summer and
225 megawatt-hours in the
winter.

"It's a simpler approach
from our standpoint. You
actually offer up the ener-
gy for a fixed time period
_f eight years and during
that time competitors
zould enter the market to
meet that if they so chose
to," Duke Energy spokes-
man Tom Williams said.
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